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he wanted was a long holiday, a gun and a dog,
and plenty of hunting and fishing. He must have
Saturday al least for a trip to town or to a picnic
or a circus; he did not wish to be a servant. When
he had any money, swindlers reaped a harvest.
They sold him worthless finery, cheap guns, prep-
arations to bleach the skin or straighten the hair,
and striped pegs which, when set up on the mas-
ter's plantation, would entitle the purchaser to
"40 acres and a mule/*

The attitude of the negroes' employers not
infrequently complicated the situation which they
sought to better. The old masters were, as a
rule, skeptical of the value of free negro labor.
Carl Schurx thought this attitude boded ill for the
future: "A belief, conviction, or prejudice, or
whatever you may call it," he said, "so widely
spread and apparently deeply rooted as this, that
the negro will not work without physical compul-
sion, is certainly calculated to have a very serious
influence upon the conduct of the people enter-
taining it. It naturally produced a desire to
preserve slavery in its original form as much and
as long as possible ... or to introduce into the
new system that element of physical compulsion
which would make the negro work."